Motueka Tramping Club

Newsletter January to April 2025

Email: secretary.motuekatc@gmail.com Website; motuekatrampingclub.org

Here are the following dates for the public meetings of the Nelson
Marlborough section of the New Zealand Alpine Club.
They start at 7pm at The Honest Lawyer, Monaco/Stoke.

Wed 21 May 2025 Jim Petersen: NZAC National outgoing President —
reflections
Wed 18 Jun 2025 Pat Deavoll: International expedition climber
Wed 16 Jul 2025 Graham Langton: Against the Odds - Early women
mountaineers in NZ
Wed 20 Aug 2025 Bruce Davies: Annual photo competition
Wed 17 Sep 2025 Still open
Wed 15 Oct 2025 Peter Laurenson: my new book — Aotearoa Light
Wed 19 Nov 2025 Paul Rogers: Mountain guide.

People who would like to attend can contact Heather to see if she is going to
any particular meeting so they can carpool.



mailto:secretary.motuekatc@gmail.com
http://motuekatrampingclub.org

Committee

Secretary and Committee: Lynne Flood
Treasurer and Committee: Heather Adams
Membership Officer and Committee: Kathy Chandler
Committee Member: Ann Giggs
Committee Member: Kathleen Famularo

Walks Committee: Ann Giggs, Maggie Pidgeon and Sonya Lloyd

New Member
A big welcome to:

Amy Maclver




Trip Reports

Hacket Hut
®
I 19 January 2025

Leader and Writer: Ann

Trampers: Ann, Gill, Hayley, Heather and Marie

On leaving the car park we headed through the bush to the turnoff to the
Chromite mines which, due to the heat and the hill getting steeper, took longer
than the advertised time of 25 mins - we took an hour! We stopped at the top in
welcome shade for morning tea before sidling around the hill to the mines which
some ventured into although they did not go far. After which we continued down
hill to meet up with the main track to the Hacket hut where we had a late lunch
before heading back to the cars. As it was a very hot day some of us ventured into
the refreshing river for a welcome swim. Thanks to Marie, Gill, Heather and
visitor Hayley for joining me, Ann for a really nice walk on a hot summer's day.




Mole Tops
[
, 2-4 February 2024
Leader and Writer: Lynne

Trampers: Arif, Lynne and Maggie

Three of us: myself, Maggie and Arif tackled Mole Tops. Neither Maggie or Arif had
been up there before. From below, the tops look extremely daunting but the climb is
nowhere near as hard as it looks. We took about seven and a half hours to get up to
the Tops. Itis a steep climb but there are flat areas as well. There are some tricky
areas next to the scree and some places where I certainly didn't look down but there 1s
a pretty good track to follow. We put up our tents, nestled in the tussocks, which was
not ideal but there 1s hardly anywhere flat to camp. We had beautiful views of the
sunrise and the saw-toothed peaks surrounding us. We had fine weather on the tops,
with the clearest blue skies. The next day, after a very leisurely start, we packed a lunch
and walked around the perimeter towards the Watson Creek end. There were
beautiful views to the mountains on all sides and we spent time identifying these
peaks. We went far enough to see the probable track for Watsons Creek, but turned
back as it was looking pretty steep. We found a magical, hidden tarn and campsite up
on the west-side with grandstand views. We headed back to our camp site and then
later explored the other tarns on the east side. We left about 7.30 am the next day and
headed down, glad to get the steep descent out of the way. We were down at the car at
1.30, then a stop at Kohatu and home. We were pleased with our achievement.




Ben Nevis
9 February 2025

Leader and Writer: Maggie

Trampers: Adam, Alan, Amy, Arif, Birgit, Gill,
Heather, Kate, Kathy, Lynne, John, Maggie, Marie,
Sonya and Yvonne.

Photos: Various people.

It was a great group of 15 trampers that met at Wakefield at 08:00, along with
four 4WD vehicles, all ready to tackle the road up to the start of the track and
then conquer the Ben itself.

The forestry road has several fairly deep swales across it near the top, but all
vehicles got through ok. You definitely need 4WD.

We started off just after 09:00, straight up the steep, dusty, gravelly track and then
into scrappy pine forest. An hour later, at morning tea stop, it was obvious that we
were a group of two halves — the faster and the not so fast. So, we split into two
groups. The track got more and more interesting and beautiful as we moved into
the beech forest area and then up and over the rocky parts. Eventually, we got out
into the open and were all very pleased that both groups made it to the summit of
Ben Nevis, just at slightly different times. Several people opted to enjoy the peace
and calm at the edge of the bushline, watching others toil up hill.

The weather was hot but fine with fantastic 360-degree views from the top. It was
interesting trying to identify all the peaks that we could see — an amazing number
- and many that are still on the bucket list. We were all back at the cars by 16:30.
A most enjoyable and satistying day.




Fun facts — There are at least two Ben Nevis mountains in

NZ (one near Queenstown and our one in Wakefield) and of
course they are named after Ben Nevis in Scotland which is
the highest mountain in Scotland, the United Kingdom, and
the British Isles. In Scottish Gaelic, Beinn Nibheis can
translate to either “mountain of the heaven” or "cloudy
mountain" or "venomous mountain". Take your pick!

Ben Nevis, Scotland

Ben Nevis, Wakefield









Pearse Resurgence and Nettlebed Cave
23 February 2025
Leader and Writer; Heather

Trampers: Becky, John, Heather, Lynne, Sally, Sonia C and Una

Photos: Various people.

In my pre-trip email I described the Pearse River as ‘anticipated to be user friendly’'
after rain earlier in the week and we found that, although still reasonably swift it was
quite manageable with either walking poles or a buddy for support. So there were no
dunkings and only moderately damp pants. Interestingly, Becky lost one of her tramping
poles in the river on the way upstream having tucked it under her arm to buddy up, but
luckily we happened to find it in a pool at a river crossing later in the day as we
returned.

We weren't the only users of the track. Our first encounter was with a single, dark
brindle-brown pig dog who caused a bit of consternation when it appeared out of
nowhere. It was on a mission to get back to the ute - I think it may have gotten the pip
because 5-10 minutes later the hunter and the rest of the (nice and friendly) pack came
past. Then as we approached the open area at the resurgence we could see a group of
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campers - they were celebrating a birthday - so maybe it was fitting that two of them
were frolicking around on the rocks in their birthday suits. We felt it was an appropriate
time - being not quite midday - to continue up the ‘dry’ river in search of the Nettlebed
Cave. There were expansive plants of tree nettle along the way which I find sad as it
implies there is no balance in place with the native red admiral butterflies.
Understandable given the number of European wasps foraging around.

We did discover and enter the Nettlebed Cave - where we found it to be drippy - leading
to interesting formations of tree roots covered by calcium on the ceiling. The important
piece of information that the Club was missing on previous walks is that once you have
walked up and over the spur you ‘turn left and continue up the stream bed until you
reach the cave entrance’. It seemed to me that the dry river bed was more mossy and
slippery than I remembered it from the previous year — this provided a nice feel of
coolness and shade, but it was taxing on the attention to get the footing and route right.

We saw 3 pairs of whio spread along the river, all of them quite comfortable with our
presence which implies they are being treated well.
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100 and 1000 Acre Plateaus
, ® 3-7 March 2025

Leader and Writer: Lynne
Trampers: John, Kathy, Lynne and Maggie

Photos: Kathy

Maggie, Kathy, John and myself slogged up to Poor Pete’s Hut, where we spent the
first night. With the enclosed veranda and two bunks inside, we were comfortable
and dry. We had been concerned about whether there would be adequate water as
we had been told the area had been very dry. We used the tank water sparingly
and were glad to see that it rained in the night. The next day we set off for
Larrikins, arriving there in the early afternoon and we had the hut to ourselves.
Someone had left a small bag of marijuana on the window sill, with a note to
“enjoy”. We didn’t. The following day was a glorious day and we climbed to the
100 acre plateau and climbed the Needle. We spent a lot of time up there as it was
sheltered and sunny and we identified the peaks. Ten keas were overhead. Then
we went and explored the tarns and had lunch there. The trip down was easy and
we had Matiri Hut to ourselves. The next day we enjoyed a well-anticipated feed at
the café in Murchison.

100 Acre Plateau from the Needle (Web photo)
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The Needle

Looking from The Needle to The Haystack
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Lodestone
9 March 2025

Leader and Writer and Photographer: Becky

Trampers: Andrea, Becky, Christine,
Heather, Kathy, Lynne, Sally, and Una

We were rewarded with a bluebird day, which is what we all hope for on our planned
tramping trips, but even more so for a summit trip with 360-degree views. We started our
Lodestone loop walk at 9am from Flora carpark going in a clockwise direction via Flora Hut
and ending at the carpark. This way you get a nice warm up going over the Flora saddle
before the steep incline & the downhill is less steep (not sure this is true but like to think that
we went down the easier way). The stream crossing at Flora hut was very low, so we happily
all had dry feet to begin the day. Immediately after crossing the stream, it is a steep climb to
the top. Although the track was rough & rooty in places, it was dry underfoot. It wasn’t long
before our heart rates went up and some of us started shedding layers.
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We stopped for a morning tea break partway up, as some of us needed to catch our
breath but mostly because breakfast seemed like a long time ago. Robins & tomtits kept
us entertained. On the uphill slog, we also got to see 3 riflemen flit amongst the trees
quite close to us. A nick name for the rifleman that I hadn’t heard before, 1s the ’flying
egg’ — due to its very small size & lack of a tail. Once out of the bush line, the last part
of the uphill slog involved some rock scrambling, and we were rewarded with fantastic
views of Mt Arthur.

Once reaching the summit, we enjoyed our lunch looking toward Golden Bay & the
surrounding mountain ranges. The 360-degree views at the summit are worth the
climb, and some thought the views better than big brother Mt Arthur. The return track
again was quite steep & rock scrambly especially for the first part but seemed to have
more flatter sections. We stopped for a quick break about %+ down the track to regroup
& enjoy views of the Tasman Sea before returning to the carpark.

Where did the name Lodestone come from?

If a mountain or area is named “Mt. Lodestone” or similar, it’s a strong indication that
the area contains significant deposits of magnetite, and therefore, it’s likely to have
lodestone as well.

Lodestone 1s a special type of the mineral magnetite. All varieties of magnetite display
signs of magnetism, but of them, only lodestone possesses distinctly north-south
polarity. Pieces of lodestone, suspended so they could turn, were the first magnetic
compasses, and their importance to early navigation is indicated by the name lodestone
— which means “course stone” or “leading stone”, from the now-obsolete meaning of
lode as “journey, way”.
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Dickies
@
’ 14-16 March 2025
Leader and writer: Sonia C
Photos: Kathy

Trampers: Kathy, Maggie and Sonia

Maggie, Kathy and I set out for Dickies Place located in the Whanganui Inlet .
Stopping in Takaka for good coffee and chai tea at the Dangerous Kitchen.

We did a short DoC walk along the Side of the Kaihoka lakes, beautiful Nikau
palms and native bush. Arriving at Dickies we had lunch before heading out to
explore, taking in great views and amazing rock formations managing a 3.7Km
round walk back to the cottage.

The second day we headed to the beach and picked our way up sand dunes and
numerous rock outcrops making our way to a secluded beach we had seen the
previous day. A good lunch spot before making our way back for a brief regroup
and a welcomed cup of tea 7.3km. We then decided to explore the small area of
bush behind the cottage which turned out to be a little challenging giving us some
laughs along the way.

Sunday morning, we climbed Mt Lunar as it’s close by. We set off’ and soon
encountered low cloud turning to rain by the time we reached the mast obscuring
all views. That said it was still enjoyable and pleased we did it, 7.8km.

We didn't manage to do any coastal walks as unfortunately the tide was against us
on this occasion.

Brief history:- The Fergusons purchased the property from Ron Dickie, the cottage
was built by Laurie Richardson in 1946. At this time there was no road access only
a track through the Lakes.
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A peacefully sleeping creature with impressive
evebrows and a fine head of hair




Brooklyn

®
l 22/03/25

Leader and Writer: Kathleen
Photos: Gill and Kathleen

Trampers: Ann, Becky, Daphne, Dave, Gill, Kathleen and Yvonne H

On Saturday 22 March 7 of us had a
lovely day exploring farmland, the old
bridal track and enjoyed our lunch in the
sun at the dam. We then zigzagged on
down through more farmland to our cars.
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Old Cedar Flat Hut, Kokatahi River, West Coast

23 December 2018
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